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and they have a central perforation about .15 inches in diameter, 
These I believe were used asspindle whorls, They are common in 


much of Mexico, 
Wooden Artifacts 


Small sticks whittled to a Point, Four of these occurred in Layer 1 of 
Tm c 174 and they are the same as the larger ones described for 
the La Perra Focus, 

Arlatl dart mainshafts, The one small atlatl dart mainshaft fragment from 


Layer 1 of Tm c 174, has been described in the La Perra Focus section, 
Fabrics 


Cordage. Seven pieces of cordage appeared in Layer 1 of Tm ec 174, a 
tentative Laguna Focus component. Four are of maguey fibers and 
are composed of 2 clockwise (S) twisted yarns that are twisted 
together counterclockwise (Z) to form the cord. The other piece 
of maguey cord have S twisted yarn with three counterclockwise 
twisted pieces of yarn forming the cord. This is much like the 
La Perra cord that has been previously discussed. 

The other two pieces of cord are made of cotton. One is a 
single strand of yarn that has been twisted counterclockwise while 
the second oval is composed of two pieces of counter clockwise 
twisted yarn that are twisted together clockwise to made a cord, 

It is readily apparent that the cotton cord is of a different 
construction than the hard fiber maguey cord. This occurrence of Z 
twisted yarn after S twisted ih leh occurs in the Mogollon at 


Tulanosa and Cordova Cave sites. There, Bluhm interpreted this 


211 
Martin et al, 1952, p. 208. 


oe 2h) = 
would be the angle of the single elements were the it 
I must confess that I find myself totally inadequate in 

making comparisons of myLaguna cloth with other New World 
archeological cloth specimens, However, Dr. Bird informed me 
that this type was absent in the southwest but probably occurred 
in the thigher!t cultures of Meso-America, 

Yucca _ strands and knitted yucca strands. Twenty-nine yucca strands and 
four looped yucca strands with square knots occurred in Layer 1 of 


Tm ec 17h. Strands and knots have previously been discussed in the 


La Perra section, 


Fabrics 


m3 
ok 
Cordage A (Plate 8). Nine pieces of string occurred in Layers 2 and 3 of 


Tm c 174 and are assignable to the La Perra horizon, Though I 
never had all the actual cordage identified by a botanist most of 
it seems to be an Agave (maguvey) hard fiber and one piece has both 
maguey fiber and a small amount of milkweed fiber, The yarns 
themselves are composed of from 11 to 58 individual maguey fibers 


and the average piece of yarn is about 1.5 mm in diameter, 


The smaller one was submitted to Dr. Junius Bird 


of the American Museum of National History for analysis, He 
considered that it showed a relative advanced technique of weaving 
on a loom with 3 heddles and a shed rod and gave the following 
description: 

"Cotton twill, 1 ply Z spun yarn, 2 warps x i weft, 18 pairs x 25 
per 2.5 ¢ m,' 

This specimen is a single continuous twill with unbroken wales, 
an even two up, two down type with as many warps as wefts showling 
on both sides of the cloth. Although there is no selvages, it is 
probable that the warps are the paired elements and the wefts the 
single elements since the pairs create ridges. If this is the case, 
the angle ef the wales is horizontally inclined (true where the wefts 


outnumber the warps) as shown on the straight line. (The dotted line 


- 2h8 - 


Settlement Pattern 


Location — All the ruins of the Laguna (Tm r 172, Tm r 86 and Tm r 8&6), 
Eslabones (Tm r 86, Tm r 6, and Tm r 79) and La Salta (Tm r 78 
and Tm r 79) Foci, as well as the other ruins in the Sierra de 
Tamaulipas not yet classified, are situated on the top of steep 
sided hills or mesas, Occasionally one or two houses may be seen 
in the flood plain; also, all the caves excavated (Tm c 17h, 
Tm ¢c 81 and Tm c 82) showed brief occupations by one or more of 
these foci, 

Village arrangements - The Laguna, Eslabones and La Salta Foci seem to 
be the same as far as village layout is concerned. In all three 
the arrangement of the communities is governed by the geographical 
features of the hills, although evidence of community planning is 
seen, Somewhere in every large ruin will be found a level portion 
which was used as a plaza, Surrounding this square or rectangular 
plaza are small pyramids or large circular masonry house platforms, 
Usually a large pyramid is located medially on one side of the 
plaza, Other structures are situated along the tops of ridges and 
occasionally there will be other series of house platforms on the 
sides of the hill, just below the top. These appear to form a 
terrace, and in a few cases actually do, since the houses are 
connected by a stone wall and the area in back of the wall is filled 
with dirt. 

A few of the smaller ruins, usually grouped near or around a 
larger one such as that just described, are usually without plazas 
or pyramids, Unfortunately, I never dug on any of these smaller 
ones but surface collections indicate that they are roughly contem- 


poraneous with the adjacent larger ones, 
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Most of the traits of the culture have been previously 
described and their occurrence at the various sites is shown in 
Table 46, Following the table may be seen a list of Repelo traits 


with the unique one described. 
PROJECTILE POINTS 


Abasolo Round-based. Fifty-one points of this type, previously described 
(See page ), occurred at 25 of the sites, This type is diagnostic 
of this culture (as well as others) and seems to have a long history in 
the area. 
Abasolo Triangular, Seventy-three of this type occurred at 19 of the sites, 
This is the dominant type of the Repelo Complex. (It is described on 
page ie 
Tortugas Triangular. Forty points of this type occurred on 18 sites, In 
this area this type begins in Repelo and carries on into later complexes, 
(It is described on page Je 
Langtry Stemmed. Twenty-one of these occurred at 11 sites. They are in no way 
different from those found in the Laguna Focus of the Sierra de Tamaulipas 
or those of the Pecos River Focus of ee, 
Jimenez Side-notched (See Fig. 30).* 00: 
Form and Dimensions - These points are between 1.9 and 2.7 inches in length 
and their maximum width is at the midpoint, between .9 and 1.3 inches. 
The sides and the bases are slightly excurvate. Just above the bases are 
shallow notches between .005 and .1 inches in depth. These notches usually 
are made with one being chipped from one side of the blade while the other 


is chipped from the opposite side, 
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Kelley, Campbell and Lehmer, 1940. 
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Technique = Both the surfaces and the edges bear irregular pressure 
flakes and the points are sometimes slightly bevelled, 

Geographical Range - Central interior Tamaulipas. 

Temporal Range —- Confined to the time period of the Repelo Complex, 

Relationship - Possibly related (ancestrally) to Pueblito Side- 
notched. They also may be related to certain types in Central 
Texas. 


Corner-Notched points of an unknown type appear at three sites of Repelo, 


Scrapers 


Small plano-convex end-scrapers - previously described, p, 
Small thin flake side-scrapers - " " " 
Flake end-scrapers = " " " 
Disc scrapers - " " n 
Large rough flake side-scrapers - " " " 
Gouges a n " 


Bifaced blades 


Choppers 


Square-based blades 
Ovoid blades 


Gravers (one very doubtful one) 
Ground stone 


Mortars 


Grinding stones of unknown type 
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San Fernando Stemmed 

Form and Dimensions - These points have a triangular body with 
relatively straight contracting edges, The maximum width of 
the point is at the shoulder and ranges from .7 to 1.3 inches. 
Bodies range in length from 1 to 1.8 inches, Stems are straight 
parallel edges and are from .6 to .8 inches in length. The base 
of the stems are very slightly convex. The sides of the stems 
are at right angles to the base of the bodies giving the shoulder 
a squared appearance. Points range in total length from 1.7 to 
2.2 inches, Maximum thicknesses are from .2 to .3 inches. 

Technique - Points bear pressure flaking on both their surfaces, 
usually away from their medial ridges, while the edges have fine 
retouching. 

Geographical Range - Central interior Tamaulipas. 

Temporal Range - Mainly in the time period of the Abasolo Complex 
but a few appear in Repelo. 

Relationship - These are possibly related to Pueblito Stemmed and 
various types in central Texas. 


Corner-notched of unknown types appear rarely. 


Scraper Complex 


Large plano-convex end-scrapers = previously described see page 

Small " " " " " "W "! " 

Small flake side-scrapers "t " " " / 
Large " " " " i " " 

Goug es " " " " 

Flake end-scrapers " " '"t " \ 
Disc scrapers " " " " 
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similiar ones in the components of the La Perra Focuse 
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Figure 30. Portales and Brownsville Complexes Artifacts ( 4 natural size and mainly from sites 
Tm c 119 and S 0265) 1e Conical Columella Point 2. Conical Bone Point 4-5. Brownsville 
Concave (chipped stone) Projectile Points 6-7. Matamoros Triangular (chipped stone) 
Projectile Points, $-Se Cameron Triangular (chipped stone or glass) Projectile Points 
10. Small Plano-convex Flint Scraper 11.Chipped Flint Pin-like Drills l2-13eShell Discs 
14-15-Perforated Shell Discs 16. Round Shell Pendant 17. Square Shell Pendant 
18- Triangular Shell Pendant 19.Rectangular Shell Pendant 20. Long Rectangular Shell Pendant 
21-22. Oliva Shell Tinklers 23-Mollusk Shell Pendant or Scraper with Engrave decoration 
24.Columella Tubular Bead 25- Columfella Plug round in cross-section 26+ Columella Plug 
Square in cross-section 27eConch Shell Fish-hook 28.Columella Gouge 29e Conical Pumice Pipes 


- 333 = 


Columella tubular beads (See Fig. 30, NooZ4 ). 

These occur mainly at Portales Complex sites and in the late 
periods of the ethan These beads are made from a columella 
that has been ground round (between .4 and .8 inches in diameter) 
and then pierced lengthwise, They range from .2 long to 4 inches long. 

Columelle plugs round in cross-section (See Fig. 30, No.5 ). 

These occur in both the Portales and Brownsville complexes. 
They are the same as the tubular beads except that they have not 
been pierced lengthwise. 

Columella plugs square in cross-section (See Fig. 30,¥ 2), 

These objects appesr in the Brownsville Complex and qa few of the 
late Portales sites, They are usually ground so they are square in 
cross-section (.4 to 1 inches wide) and range from .3 to 1.6 inches 
long. 


Burial Complex 


Burials of the Portsles Complex are usually flexed and were 
placed in shallow pits near or in camp sites. For the most part 
they are without grave goods. However, a few have a few beads or 
pendents and a number have whole Huastec pots (Panuco Period VI) 
with them. 


Brownsville Complex 


The Brownsville Complex is mainly found in eastern Cameron 
County, Texas, though a few sites of it occur in northeasternmost 
Tamaulipas. As has been indicated previously, there is good reason 
to believe that this complex existed during historic time, from about 


1519 to 1750. Its contacts are mainly with the Europeans as attested 


278 
Ekholm, 1940, Fig. 52, l-m. 
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